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Danielle Laraque-Arena, MD, FAAP

Danielle Laraque-Arena, MD, FAAP, was named the President of SUNY Upstate 
Medical University September 10, 2015, and assumed the role of President  
January 14, 2016. She is the former Chair of the Department of Pediatrics and 
Vice President of the Maimonides Infants and Children’s Hospital of Brooklyn 
and Professor of Pediatrics at the Albert Einstein School of Medicine (Investigator 
Track) and Yeshiva University. Dr. Laraque-Arena completed her medical studies 
at the University of California at Los Angeles. She received the Roy Markus 
Scholarship (1977-1981) in support of her medical studies. Her internship and 
residency were completed at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, where she 
was also a Robert Wood Johnson Fellow in General Academic Pediatrics (1984-
86). Her fellowship research focused on lead poisoning and calcium status in 
children. During the decade 2000-2010, she served as Professor of Pediatrics 
and Professor of Preventive Medicine and the endowed Debra and Leon Black  
Professor of Pediatrics, Chief of the Division of General Pediatrics and  
Vice Chair for Public Policy and Advocacy at the Mount Sinai School of  
Medicine, Department of Pediatrics. During that time she was the Principal 
Investigator and Director of the joint General Pediatrics and Internal Medicine 
Mount Sinai Faculty Development Program for Primary Care, Health Resources 
and Services Administration Clinician-Research Fellowship, the Co-Principal 
Investigator/Co-Director for the T32 Research Training Program in Environ-
mental Pediatrics and the Co-Director for the T32 Research Training Program  
in Primary Care and Health Policy. She has trained countless fellows, residents 
and medical students. Dr. Laraque-Arena is the recipient of numerous awards.  
She has been continuously funded since the early 1990s and has authored over 
100 papers, numerous chapters, media and educational materials and given  
over 150 invited presentations.

Dr. Laraque-Arena founded three separate child protection, multidisciplinary 
teams evaluating and treating abused and neglected children. She began (2011) 
the only child abuse pediatrics ACGME fellowship program in New York state. 
Her community-based participatory research over the past three decades has 
focused on injury and violence prevention in children and youth. In the past 
decade, she has focused her attention on defining system changes that will  
facilitate the integration of the identification, diagnosis and treatment of 
children’s mental health problems in primary care settings. She is board  
certified in pediatrics and child abuse pediatrics.

Dr. Laraque-Arena is the Past President of the Academic Pediatric Association. 
She was the 2001 United States Public Health Service Primary Care Policy Fellow 
(representing the American Academy of Pediatrics) and a former member of the 

National Institute of Mental Health Standing Committee on Interventions for 
Disorders Involving Children and Their Families (2006-2010). She served as 
committee member on the New York State (NYS) Children’s Plan, is a member 
of the NYS Medicaid Redesign Team Behavioral Health Subcommittee and 
Health Homes: Child Team (2011); the New York State Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene Workgroup on Health Disparities in Treatment in Teaching 
Facilities, the NYS Emergency Medical Services for Children Advisory Committee 
(2013-2015), and the NYS DOH Integrated Care Workgroup. She served as 
member to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies Committee on 
Integrating Primary Care and Public Health (2011). She served as the New York 
State American Academy of Pediatrics District II Chair (2011-2015). She is a 
nationally and internationally recognized expert in injury prevention, child 
abuse, adolescent health risk behaviors and in the issues critical to health care 
delivery in underserved communities.

She was born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and immigrated to the United States in 
1962. She is multilingual (French, Creole, Italian and English). Dr. Laraque-
Arena is married to Luigi Arena, MD, PhD and the mother of two, Marc Anthony 
Arena, BA, MA, and Julia Marie Arena.
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Nancy L. Zimpher, PhD

In 2009, Nancy L. Zimpher became the 12th Chancellor of the State University 
of New York, the nation’s largest comprehensive system of higher education. 
Since that time, she has been a vocal advocate for groundbreaking legislative 
reforms that ensure SUNY can provide broad access to higher education, while 
maximizing its impact as an engine of economic development throughout the state.

Dr. Zimpher is active in numerous state and national education organizations  
and is a recognized leader in the areas of teacher preparation, urban education 
and university-community engagement. She is co-founder of StriveTogether, 
a national network of innovative systemic partnerships that holistically address 
challenges across the education pipeline.

Prior to coming to SUNY, Dr. Zimpher served as president of the University of 
Cincinnati, chancellor of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and executive 
dean of the Professional Colleges and dean of the College of Education at The 
Ohio State University.

Marie C. McCormick, MD, ScD 

Dr. McCormick is a pediatrician with a second doctorate in health services 
research, with all of her postgraduate training at Johns Hopkins. In 1987, she 
joined the faculty of the Department of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School, 
and, in 1991, she became Professor and Chair of the Department of Maternal and 
Child Health at the Harvard School of Public Health and Professor of Pediatrics. 
She is currently the Sumner and Esther Feldberg Professor of Maternal and Child 
Health in the Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences at the Harvard  
T.H. Chan School of Public Health, Professor of Pediatrics at the Harvard 
Medical School and Senior Associate for Academic Affairs in the Department of 
Neonatology at the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center.

Her research has focused on the effectiveness of perinatal and neonatal health 
services on the health of women and children, with a particular concern for the 
outcomes of very premature infants. She has been a senior investigator on the 
evaluations of two national demonstration programs (the Robert Wood  
Johnson Foundation National Perinatal Regionalization Program and, currently, 
the federal Healthy Start Program). In addition, she has provided significant 
scientific input, in a variety of roles, to the design and conduct of the Infant 
Health and Development Project, the largest, multisite randomized trials of early 
childhood educational intervention, in particular serving as the principal  
investigator of the follow-up at 18 years of age.

She is a member of the Institute of Medicine, among other organizations. Her 
work on several committees, most notably the Immunization Safety Review 
Committee, has earned her the David Rall Medal for exceptional service.

SUNY Board of Trustees

H. Carl McCall, BA, MDiv, DD, DHL
Joseph W. Belluck, BS, JD
Byron Brown, BA 
Eric Corngold, BA, JD
Henrik N. Dullea, BA, PhD, DHL
Ronald G. Ehrenberg, BA, MA, PhD
Angelo M. Fatta, BA, PhD
Peter L. Knuepfer, BA, MS, PhD
Eunice A. Lewin, MA, EdM 
Marshall Lichtman, BA, MBA, MD
Stanley S. Litow, BA
Thomas Mastro, BS. Candidate (expected graduation date: May 2016) 
Richard Socarides, BA, JD 
Carl Spielvogel, BBA
Cary F. Staller, BA, JD
Nina Tamrowski,BA, MA
Lawrence J. Waldman, BA, MBA, CPA

SUNY Upstate Medical University 
Council 

Thomas Taylor, JD
Interim Chair, University Council
Chair, Presidential Search Committee
Bousquet Holstein, PLLC

Alan Hertel, Executive Director
United Way of Broome County, Inc.

John Johnson, Jr.
Watertown Daily Times

Gwyn Mannion
Marquardt Switches

James Sparkes, JD
The Sparkes Law Group

Student Representative
Ryan Schiedo, MS III
President, Upstate Student Government
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Order of Ceremony

Prelude Syracuse University Brass Ensemble 

Procession Haudenosaunee Singers and Dancers

 Members of the Syracuse University 

 Air Force and U.S. Army ROTC 

National Anthem Chevelle Jones-Moore

Invocation Tadodaho Sidney Hill, Onondaga Nation

Welcome Thomas Taylor, JD, Chair  
 Upstate Medical University Council 

Greetings Dale Avers PT, DPT, PhD, FAPTA  
 Faculty Council Chair

 H. Carl McCall, Board of Trustees  
 State University of New York

Greetings from Honorable Stephanie Miner  
our Civic Leadership Mayor, City of Syracuse

 Honorable Joanie Mahoney     
 County Executive, Onondaga County 

 Honorable David Valesky  
 New York State Senator, 53rd District

 Honorable William B. Magnarelli  
 New York State Assembly 129th District

 Honorable Albert Stirpe  
 New York State Assembly 127th District

 Honorable Pamela Hunter  
 New York State Assembly 128th District

Musical Interlude Syracuse University Brass Ensemble 

Greetings from 

the Community

 Business  Robert Simpson, CenterState CEO

 Syracuse Sharon Owens, Chief Executive, Syracuse Model  
  Neighborhood Facility, Inc. 

 Academic Chancellor Kent Syverud, JD, Syracuse University

 Student Ryan Schiedo, MS-III, Student Governance Chair

 Alumni George Stanley, MD  
  Syracuse Community Health Center

Interlude Upstate’s Bollywood Blast Student Dancers

Greetings from Maryellen Gusic, MD  
Professional Societies President, Academic Pediatric Association

 Bernard P. Dreyer, MD, FAAP  
 President, American Academy of Pediatrics

 Bruder Stapleton, MD 
 President, American Pediatric Society

 Elena Fuentes-Afflick MD, MPH 
 Past President, Society for Pediatric Research

 Renee Rosalind Jenkins, MD, FAAP  
 Past President, American Academy of 
 Pediatrics

 Dulce Barrios (MS-1) and Elana Cook (MS-1)  
 Co-presidents, Student National Medical  
 Association at Upstate

Introduction Marie C. McCormick, MD, ScD 
of President Sumner and Esther Feldberg Professor of  
 Maternal and Child Health, Department of Social   
 and Behavioral Sciences, Harvard T.H. Chan   
 School of Public Health; Professor of Pediatrics,   
 Harvard Medical School

Installation Chancellor Nancy Zimpher, PhD 
 State University of New York

President’s Address President Danielle Laraque-Arena, MD, FAAP  
 Professor of Pediatrics, Public Health and  
 Preventive Medicine, and Psychiatry 
 Upstate Medical University

Reading Marc Anthony Arena, BA, MA

Music Nicole Cifra, MS-IV 
 SUNY Upstate Medical University

Reading Ann Botash, MD, Professor of Pediatrics  
 SUNY Upstate Medical University

Benediction Rev. Terry Culbertson, Center for Spiritual Care 
 SUNY Upstate Medical University

Recessional Syracuse University Brass Ensemble

Audience should be seated by 1:45
Please silence your cellphones and pagers
Sign language interpretation will be provided by Trisha Schwartz, CSLI
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Processional

Delegates

1740
University Of Pennsylvania
Donald M. Fisher

1754
Columbia University
Ruth Weinstock, MD, PhD

1822/1901
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Philipp Wirth, MD

1826
State University of New York  
at Fredonia
Virginia S. Horvath, PhD, President

1855 
Elmira College
Cheryl Broomall Shallish

1861 
SUNY Oswego
Pamela D. Caraccioli, MPA

1870 
Canisius College
Daniel N. Hurley

1870
Wellesley College
Frances Tucker, PhD

1870
Syracuse University
Kent Syverud, JD, Chancellor

1871 
SUNY Geneseo
Jani Lewis, PhD

1873
University of California, San Francisco
Elena Fuentes-Afflick, MD, MPH

1884 
Temple University
Harold A. Honickman, MD

1906
State University of New York at Canton
Zvi Szafran, PhD, President

1913
Harvard T.H. Chan School  
of Public Health
Marie C. McCormick, MD, ScD

1908 
State University of New York 
at Morrisville
David E. Rogers, PhD, President

1911 
State University of New York College 
of Environmental Science and Forestry
Quentin Wheeler, PhD, President

1929
Marist College
James W. DuMond Jr., PhD 

1946
Le Moyne College
Linda Le Mura, PhD, President

1948
State University of New York
Nancy Zimpher, PhD, Chancellor

1961 
Jefferson Community College
Carole A. McCoy, DPA, President

1961 
Monroe Community College
Laurie J. Palmer, MS, RN

1961
Onondaga Community College
Julie White, PhD

1971
SUNY Empire State College
Nadine Fernandez, PhD

Faculty and Chairs

Wendi Ackerman, MS
Associate Librarian

Elizabeth Asiago-Reddy, MD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Dale Avers, DPT, PhD  
Professor
College of Health Professions

Sandra Banas, MST, PA-C
Assistant Professor and Chair, 
Physician Assistant Program
College of Health Professions

Ann Barker-Griffith, MD
Professor
College of Medicine

Katherine Beissner, PT, PhD 
Professor and Chair, Physical Therapy 
Education
College of Health Professions

Edward Berry, PhD
Assistant Professor 
College of Graduate Studies

Steven Blatt, MD
Professor
College of Medicine

Ann Botash, MD, FAAP
Professor
College of Medicine

Robert Botash, MD
Emeritus
College of Medicine

Sharon A. Brangman, MD
Professor
College of Medicine

Gennady Bratslavsky, MD
Professor and Chair of Urology
College of Medicine

Jay Brenner, MD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Gary Brooks, PT, DrPH 
Associate Professor
College of Health Professions

Jodie Brown, MSN, MBA
Associate Professor
College of Nursing

William Brunken, PhD
Professor
College of Medicine

Peter Calvert, PhD
Associate Professor 
College of Medicine

Bambi Carkey, DNP
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Nursing

Xin Jie Chen, PhD
Professor
College of Graduate Studies

Lawrence Chin, MD
Professor and Chair of Neurosurgery
College of Medicine

David Clemente, RT(R), MSEd
Assistant Professor and Chair of 
Medical Imaging Sciences
College of Health Professions

Derek Cooney, MD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Jody Coppola, MS
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Nursing

Robert Corona, DO, MBA
Professor and Chair of Pathology
College of Medicine

Michael Cosgrove, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Graduate Studies

Amy DeBlois, PT, DPT
Assistant Professor
College of Health Professions

Dominick DeMichele, RT(R)(CT) MSEd
Instructor
College of Health Professions

Michelle Dolphin, PT, DPT, OCS
Clinical Associate Professor
College of Health Professions
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Nanette Dowling, DO
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Thomas Duncan, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Graduate Studies

Jill Dungey, PT, DPT 
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Health Professions

Gregory Eastwood, MD
Professor, College of Medicine 
Past President  
SUNY Upstate Medical University

Cinthia Elkins, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Kathy Faber-Langendoen, MD
Professor and Chair of Bioethics and 
Humanities
College of Medicine

Heather Finn, MD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Margaret Formica, PhD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Vivian Gahtan, MD
Professor
College of Medicine

Kenneth Galbraith, RT(R), RDMS, MS 
Instructor
College of Health Professions

Elton Garvin, BS, LRTT
Instructor
College of Health Professions

Brenda Geloff, PA-C, MAEd
Clinical Educator
College of Health Professions

Natasha Ginzburg, MD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Lorena Gonzalez, MD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Steven Grassl, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Rebecca Greenblatt, PhD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Kerry Greene-Donnelly, RT(R), MBA
Associate Professor
College of Health Professions

Robert Gregory, MD
Professor and Chair of Psychiatry 
College of Medicine

Teresa Hargrave, MD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Marvin Heyboer III, MD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Jason Horton, PhD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Paul Johnson, PhD
Assistant Professor
College of Health Professions

Melanie Kalman, RN, PhD, CNS
Professor
College of Nursing

Patricia Kane, PhD
Professor and Interim Chair of 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
College of Graduate Studies

Wendy Kates, PhD
Professor
College of Medicine

Mara Kaufmann, MS, WHNP
Associate Professor
College of Nursing

Robert Kellman, MD
Professor and Chair of Otolaryngology 
and Communication Sciences 
College of Medicine

Karen Klingman, PhD 
Associate Professor
College of Nursing

Stephen Knohl, MD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Paul Ko, MD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Mira Krendel, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Graduate Studies

Andrzej Krol PhD
Professor
College of Medicine

Robert Roger Lebel, MD 
Professor
College of Medicine

Hong Lu, PhD 
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Shuhong Luo, RN, EdD
Assistant Professor
College of Nursing

Pamela Y. Mahon, PhD
Professor
College of Nursing

Margaret Maimone, PhD 
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Sherri McMullen, PhD, FNP
Assistant Professor
College of Nursing

Victoria Meguid, MD
Emeritus
College of Medicine

Linda Miller, MP, PhD
Professor
College of Health Professions

Christopher Morley, PhD
Associate Professor and Interim Chair of 
Public Health and Preventative Medicine
College of Medicine

Kaushal Nanavati, MD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Sriram Narsipur, MD
Associate Professor and  
Chair of Medicine
College of Medicine

Christopher Neville, PT, PhD 
Associate Professor
College of Health Professions

Kevin Neville, PT, MS
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Health Professions

Robert Newmyer, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Joan O’Brien, RT(T), MSEd
Associate Professor and  
Chair of Radiation Therapy
Senior Associate Dean
College of Health Professions

Megan Oest, PhD 
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Eric Olson, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Graduate Studies

Thomas Poole, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Patricia Powers, DNP, MPA 
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Nursing

David Pruyne, PhD  
Assistant Professor
College of Graduate Studies

Josephine Przepiora, MT, MS
Instructor
College of Health Professions

Carol Recker-Hughes, PT, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Health Professions

Roberta Rolland, RN, FNP, PhD
Assistant Professor
College of Nursing
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Paula Rosenbaum, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Adam Rufa, PT, DPT 
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Health Professions

Ron Saletsky, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Joseph W. Sanger, PhD
Professor and Chair of Cell and  
Developmental Biology
College of Graduate Studies

Jean Sanger, PhD
Professor
College of Graduate Studies

Joyce Scarpinato, PNP-BC, FNP-C 
Clinical Assistant Professor and 
Assistant Dean of Advanced Practice
College of Nursing

Bruce Searles, MS, CCP
Associate Professor and Chair of 
Cardiovascular Perfusion
College of Health Professions

Simone Seward, MPH
Instructor
College of Medicine

Robert Silverman, MD
Professor and Chair of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
College of Medicine

Sheila Singleton-Best, BS. RPA-C
Instructor 
College of Health Professions

Amy Slutzky, MSLIS, PhD
Senior Assistant Librarian

Joseph Sorbello, RRT,  MSEd 
Associate Professor and Chair  
Respiratory Therapy
College of Health Professions

Wendy Stockwin, MT, MS
Instructor
College of Health Professions

Thomas Swoboda, MD
Assistant Professor and Associate Dean 
for Academic Affairs, Clinical Campus
College of Medicine

Steven Taffet, PhD
Professor and Interim Chair of  
Microbiology and Immunology
College of Medicine

Brian Thompson, MD
Assistant Professor and  
Assistant Dean of Diversity
College of Medicine 

J. Trussell, MD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

David Turner, PhD
Emeritus
College of Medicine

Richard Veenstra, PhD
Professor
College of Graduate Studies

Andrea Viczian,PhD
Assistant Professor
College of Graduate Studies

James Vossler, MT, MS
Assistant Professor
College of Health Professions

Dongliang Wang, PhD
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Howard Weinberger, MD
Emeritus
College of Medicine

Howard Weinstein MD
Clinical Professor
College of Medicine

Ruth Weinstock, MD, PhD
Professor
College of Medicine

Thomas Welch, MD
Professor, Chair of Pediatrics
College of Medicine

Maria Wheelock, MS, WHNP
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Nursing

Susan Wojcik, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Richard Wojcikiewicz, PhD
Professor and Chair of Pharmacology
College of Graduate Studies

Martha Wojtowycz, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Wei-Dong Yao, PhD
Associate Professor
College of Medicine

Sheila Young, RRT, MS
Assistant Professor
College of Health Professions

Leadership 
and Administration 

Lisa Alexander, JD
Senior Managing Council

David Amberg, PhD  
Professor and Vice President of Research

Jeffrey Bogart, MD
Professor and Chair 
Department of Radiation Oncology
College of Medicine 
Chair, Upstate Medical Associates  
at Syracuse Governing Board

Lenore Boris, JD, PhD
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Medicine, Clinical Campus

Hans Cassagnol, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

Lynn Cleary, MD 
Professor and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs
College of Medicine

Nancy Daoust, MS, FACHE
Chief Administrative Officer, 
Community Campus

Rajesh Davé, MD
Professor and Dean,  
Binghamton Clinical Campus
College of Medicine

David Duggan, MD
Senior Vice President and Dean
College of Medicine

Bonnie Grossman, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor
College of Medicine

John McCabe, MD
Professor and Senior Vice President 
for Hospital Affairs
Chief Executive Officer of Upstate 
University Hospital
College of Medicine

Nancy Page, RN, MS 
Chief Nursing Officer

Renae Rockiki, MEd
Project and Strategic Planning  
Administrator

Donald Simpson, PhD, MPH
Professor and Dean
College of Health Professions

Eric Smith, CPA, MBA
Senior Vice President for Finance and 
Administration

Maxine Summerhill-Thompson, MSW
Assistant Vice President for Diversity 
and Inclusion

Wanda Thompson, PhD
Senior Vice President for Operations

Paula Trief, PhD
Professor, Senior Associate Dean for 
Faculty Affairs
College of Medicine

Anthony Weiss, MD
Associate Professor and Chief Medical 
Officer

Julie White, PhD
Dean of Student Affairs
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SUNY Upstate Medical University

present and Past

The State University of New York Upstate Medical University is one of 140  
academic medical centers in the United States. Such centers lead the nation in 
conducting medical research, educating health professionals, and providing the 
most advanced care to patients. With its four colleges and rapidly expanding 
research division, Upstate Medical University is the region’s largest employer and 
serves as a source of medical and health leadership for Central New York and 
beyond. The mission of Upstate Medical University is to improve the health of the 
communities it serves through education, biomedical research and health care.

Through its four colleges — Medicine, Graduate Studies, Health Professions and 
Nursing — Upstate Medical University educates physicians, research scientists, 
nurses and other health care professionals. Upstate’s clinical system comprises 
Upstate University Hospital, with its Downtown and Community campuses, the 
region’s only children’s hospital, an extensive network of specialty treatment 
services, and the Upstate Cancer Center, the region’s only comprehensive  
outpatient resource for the treatment of cancer and blood disorders for adults  
and children. 

SUNY Upstate Medical University traces its history to 1834 and its foundation at 
Geneva College, a small liberal arts college in Upstate New York. While still in its 
infancy, the Medical School gained the distinction of awarding an MD degree to 
Elizabeth Blackwell — the first woman to become a physician in the United States. 
In 1871, the Geneva medical faculty joined the Syracuse University College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, later known as the College of Medicine.

In 1950, the College of Medicine was transferred to the newly organized State 
University of New York, where it was known as Upstate Medical Center. In 1953, 
SUNY administration approved a plan to develop MS and PhD degree programs 
in various biosciences. The Graduate Program in Medical Sciences became the 
School of Graduate Studies in 1961, then renamed the College of Graduate  
Studies in 1973. The College of Health Professions was added in 1971 and the 
College of Nursing in 1986.
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Upstate Leadership

Danielle Laraque-Arena, MD, FAAP 
President 

John McCabe, MD, FACEP
Senior Vice President  
for Hospital Affairs
Chief Executive Officer, 
Upstate University Hospital

David Duggan, MD, MACP
Senior Vice President 
Dean, College of Medicine

Wanda Thompson, PhD
Senior Vice President for Operations

Eric Smith, MBA
Senior Vice President for  
Finance and Administration

David Amberg, PhD
Vice President for Research

Lynn Cleary, MD
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Senior Associate Dean for Education

Jeffrey A. Bogart, MD
Chair, Department of  
Radiation Oncology
Chair, Faculty Practice Plan, UUMAS 

Donald D. Simpson, PhD, MPH
Dean, College of Health Professions

Rajesh Davé, MD, MBA 
Dean, Binghamton Clinical Campus

Mark Schmitt, PhD 
Dean, College of Graduate Studies

Eileen Pezzi, MPA
Vice President for Development  
Upstate Foundation 

Daniel Hurley
Assistant Vice President, Government 
and Community Relations

Julie White, PhD 
Dean, Student Affairs

Upstate University Hospital 

Administration

Anthony P. Weiss, MD, MBA 
Chief Medical Officer

Teresa Wagner, MS 
Chief Information Officer

Stuart Wright, MBA, CPA  
Chief Financial Officer

Nancy Page, RN, MS 
Chief Nursing Officer 

Nancy Daoust, MS, FACHE 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Community Campus

College of Medicine 

Clinical Chairs 

and Departments

Sebastian Thomas, MD  
Anesthesiology

Gary Johnson, MD, FACEP 
Emergency Medicine

John Epling, MD, MSED 
Family Medicine

Sriram Narsipur, MD, FASN, FACP
Medicine

Luis J. Mejico, MD
Neurology

Lawrence Chin, MD, FACS 
Neurosurgery

Robert Silverman, MD, MFM 
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Stephen Albanese, MD
Orthopedic Surgery

Robert M. Kellman, MD, FCAP, FASCP 
Otolaryngology and Communication 
Sciences

Robert Corona, DO, MBA, FCAP, FASCP 
Pathology

Thomas Welch, MD 
Pediatrics

Robert Weber, MD 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation

Robert Gregory, MD 
Psychiatry

Jeffrey Bogart, MD 
Radiation Oncology

David Feiglin, MD 
Radiology

Robert Cooney, MD, FF/EMT-P, FACEP  
Surgery

Gennady Bratslavsky, MD 
Urology

Kathy Faber-Langendoen, MD 
Bioethics and Humanities

Christopher Morley, PhD 
Public Health and Preventive Medicine

Basic Science Chairs 

and Departments

Patricia Kane, PhD 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

Joseph Sanger, PhD 
Cell and Developmental Biology

Steven Taffet, PhD 
Microbiology and Immunology

Barry Knox, PhD 
Neuroscience and Physiology

Richard JH Wojcikiewicz, PhD 
Pharmacology

   

College of Health Professions 

Department Chairs

Sandra M. Banas, MST, RPA-C, 
MT(ASCP)
Physician Assistant Studies

David Clemente, MSEd, RT (R)(MR)
Medical Imaging Sciences

Susan Graham, MS, MT(ASCP)SH
Clinical Laboratory Sciences  

Joan O’Brien, MSEd, RT(T)
Radiation Therapy
  
Bruce Searles, BS, CCP
Cardiovascular Perfusion

 Joseph Sorbello, MSEd, RRT, RT
Respiratory Therapy Education

Katherine L. Beissner, PhD
Physical Therapy Education

College of Nursing 

Pamela Y. Mahon, PhD, RN
Associate Dean 

Jana Sobczak, PhD, RN
Assistant Dean
Research and Scholarship

Joyce Scarpinato,  DNP, RN
Assistant Dean
Advanced Practice
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Upstate Foundation 
Board of Directors

Officers

Paul P. Mello, CPA
Frederick B. Parker Jr., MD
Rita L. Reicher, PhD
Gail M. Kinsella, CPA
J. Daniel Pluff
Dodie Vlassis

Voting Members

Donald B. Barter, CIMA
Juli G. Boeheim
Karen Bullivant
Stephen Y.L. Chow
Chung-Taik Chung, MD
Lee Cobb
Gregory L. Eastwood, MD
Michael A. Ehrhart 
Jud Gostin
William J. Killory, CPA
Orrin B. MacMurray, PE
Louis G. Marcoccia, EdD
Scott M. Matukas
Stephen P. McCoy, MBA, CPA
Maureen Dunn McGlynn
John L. Murad Jr.
Cornelius B. Murphy Jr., PhD
Rebecca Norr-Hartman
Andrew K. Palmer, MD
Michael H. Ratner, MD
Libby R. Rubenstein
Andrew C. Russo, CFP
David K. Schneckenburger 
Stewart M. Wiggins
Thomas G. Young

Ex-Officio,  

Nonvoting Members 

Theresa Devennie
David B. Duggan, MD
Danielle Laraque-Arena, MD
John B. McCabe, MD
Thomas P. Quinn
K. Bruce Simmons, MD
Donald D. Simpson, PhD, MPH
Eric J. Smith, CPA
Wanda M. Thompson, PhD

Emeritus

Daniel T. Accordino
William F. Allyn Jr.
Enrico M. Camporesi, MD
Donald A. Denton
Claude J. Incaudo
Eric Mower
Maxwell M. Mozell, PhD
Taylor H. Obold
Robert E. Pietrafesa II
Mary Ann Shaw, MSEd
Vincent F. Spina 
William J. Williams, MD
Maureen C. Zupan
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Presidential Search Committee 

SUNY Upstate Medical University Council Members

Thomas Taylor, JD
Chair, Presidential Search Committee
Interim Chair, University Council
Bousquet Holstein, PLLC

Alan Hertel, Executive Director
United Way of Broome County, Inc.

John Johnson, Jr.
Watertown Daily Times

Gwyn Mannion
Marquardt Switches

James Sparkes, JD
The Sparkes Law Group

Student Representative

Nicole Cifra, MS-IV 
President, Upstate Student Government

Faculty Representatives

Dale Avers, PT, DPT, PhD, FAPTA 
Professor, College of Health Professions, Director, PT-DPT Program

Ann Botash, MD
Professor and Vice Chair for Education, Department of Pediatrics
Medical Director, McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Site,  
Director, Child Abuse Referral and Evaluation Program

Melanie Kalman, PhD, CNS, RN
Professor, College of Nursing

Jennifer Moffat, PhD
Associate Professor, Department of Microbiology and Immunology

Carol Recker-Hughes, PT, PhD,
Associate Professor and Vice Chair, Doctor of Physical Therapy Program,  
College of Health Professions, Director of DPT Clinical Education

Amy Slutzky, PhD, MSLIS,  
Senior Assistant Librarian, Health Sciences Library

Dean Representative

David Duggan, MD, MACP, Senior Vice President and Dean, College of Medicine

Hospital Representative

Thomas Quinn, Special Assistant to the Senior Vice President for  
Hospital Affairs, University Hospital

Alumni Representative

Sharon Brangman, MD, Distinguished Service Professor, Department of 
Medicine, Division Chief of Geriatrics, Director of Alzheimer’s Disease  
Assistance Center (ADAC)

Foundation Representative

Stephen Kimatian, former Chairman of the Upstate Medical Foundation

Professional Support Staff Representative

Patricia Brecht, Human Resources Recruitment Manager

Chancellor’s Liaison

Robert Kraushaar, PhD, Associate Provost and Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Faculty and Professional Development

Chancellor’s Senior Staff selection

Elizabeth Bringsjord, PhD 
Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Vice Provost

Upstate Faculty Governance 

Dale Avers PT, DPT, PhD, FAPTA — Chair, Faculty Assembly
Richard D. Veenstra, PhD — Vice Chair
Adam Rufa, PT, DPT, OCS — Secretary

Councilors

Jill Dungey, PT, DPT, GCS — College of Health Professions
Virginia Young, MLS — College of Health Professions
Michael Cosgrove, PhD — College of Graduate Studies
David Pruyne, PhD  — College of Graduate Studies
Richard O’Neill, PhD — College of Medicine
Joseph P. Stein, PhD — College of Medicine
Bambi Carkey DNP, NPP, PMHNP-BC — College of Nursing
Joyce Scarpinato, DNP, PNP-BC, FNP-C — College of Nursing

SUNY Faculty Senators

Susan Wojcik, PhD, ATC — College of Medicine
Kerry Greene-Donnelly, MBA, RT(R) — College of Health Professions
JC Trussell, MD — College of Medicine
Jay Brenner, MD — College of Medicine

Faculty Assembly Chairpersons

Thomas Duncan, PhD — College of Graduate Studies
Kerry Greene-Donnelly, MBA, RT(R) — College of Health Professions
Derek Cooney, MD — College of Medicine
Melanie Kalman, PhD, CNS, RN — College of Nursing
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Syracuse University 

Brass Ensemble

James T. Spencer, PhD, Director
Craig Elwood, Associate Director

Trumpets
David Driesen, MMus, JD  
      (E flat soprano trumpet)† 
Gabriel DiMartino 
Craig Elwood (Flugelhorn)†*  
Bert Bookhout   
Steven Carney 
Gary LaPoint   
Jennifer Linney    
Hark Hover
Bryon Pagot  
Cori Patterson    
Rosario Cordoglio  
Jeffrey A. Passetti   
Walter Vertigan

French Horn
Claire Tuxill McKenney†  
Michael Sponsler, PhD*  
Bradley Foil
Pat Votra  
 
Trombone
Clifford H. Crain, Jr.  
Rob Enslin
Tom Fruehan  
James Greenwald, MD†*  
Doug Reicher  
Philip Rice  
Jon Rossi*  
 
Euphonium/Baritone
William Abdallah*   
Brenda Conley†*  
Ray Sturge 

Tuba
Loyal Mitchell  
Matthew Patterson 
Al Thomson*†  
Paul Sherman  

Percussion
Mary Kasprzyk †*  
TJ James  
Michael Tyszko, JD*

* Board Member  
† Section Principal

Bollywood Blast -  

College of Medicine Students

Shiv Patel
Windy Grant
Daniela Marshall
Katy Zuchowski
Nainita Madurai
Lisa Ditchek
Ogochukwu Ezeoke
Shirley Jin
Disi Chen
Simon Hernandez
Rahul Thandla
Aupola Kundu

Upstate Presidential  

Inauguration Subcommittee

Program Committee

Dale Avers, PhD, Co-chair  
Wanda Thompson, PhD, Co-chair
Darcy DiBiase
Vickie Meguid, MD 
Kaushal Nanavati, MD
Amy Slutzky, PhD, MSLIS
Thomas Taylor, JD
Nicole Cifra
Sharon Brangman, MD
Ann Botash, MD

Logistics Committee

Sharon Huard, Chair
Jennifer Abbott
Toni Gary
Tom Pelis
Nancy Prott
Thomas Quinn
Gwyn Mannion

Communications Committee

Leah Caldwell, Co-chair
Darryl Geddes, Co-chair
Darcy DiBiase
Daniel Hurley
Steve Marks
James Sparkes, JD 
Wanda Thompson, PhD
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LOCAL AND GLOBAL CONNECTIVITY

The theme for the Inauguration is Local and Global Connectivity. It was 
developed by Dr. Laraque-Arena to be reflective of SUNY Upstate’s strength  
and what it aspires to be.

Every activity at Upstate — teaching students, discovering new knowledge through 
research, and caring for patients — is done to achieve our mission of improving 
the health of people. As the region’s largest employer; as an educator for the next 
generation of health care professionals and scientists; as the provider of care 
for the most  critically ill and injured in Central New York; and as researchers 
striving for cures — Upstate participates in many activities that complement its 
core mission. The Inaugural Week activities underscore the many ways we take our 
local expertise, understanding and service and apply this knowledge to needs that 
are in our own backyard, as well echoed globally. This week’s activities will engage 
participants and reflect ways in which we committed to this connectivity, whether 
the community we serve is around the block or around the world.

Some themes you will hear today are resonant of the path ahead. We are a united 
university as we continue this journey, together.

·       Elimination of health disparities

·       Attracting, training and retaining the best-talented clinicians,  
         scientists, and educators

·       Increasing our responsiveness as a progressive health system

·       Providing patient and family centered quality care

·       Enabling T1-T4 translational research

·       Information technology

·       Commitment to a life-course approach

·       Purposeful and kind leaders

·       ONE UNIVERSITY

          Artist: Jason Anthony Lalor, BA, MFA
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Mission Vision and Values

The Mission of Upstate:

To improve the health of the communities we serve through education, 
biomedical research and health care.

The Vision of Upstate: 

The vision of Upstate Medical University is to be a leading academic health center 
in New York State and a national leader in equitable and innovative health care. 

In achieving this vision, SUNY Upstate will be a highly regarded resource for the 
education of health professionals, especially in shortage areas; a global resource 
for research that improves understanding of health and disease; a catalyst in the 
delivery of patient- and family-centered health care that addresses our region’s 
most pressing concerns; a place to work that recognizes excellence. 

Our Values:

We drive innovation and discovery 
 by empowering our university family 
 to bring forth new ideas and 
 to ensure quality.

We respect people 
 by treating all with grace and 
 dignity and embracing diversity.

We serve our community 
 by living our mission.

We value integrity 
 by being open and honest 
 to build trust and teamwork.

We embrace diversity and inclusion  
 by honoring differences among us.
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The Upstate Mace

The entire SUNY Upstate academic community is represented in the university’s 
ceremonial mace (shown here and on the cover) as a symbolic representation 
of strength and unity. Like SUNY Upstate, this mace relies on the diverse and 
substantial components that make it whole. During Commencement it leads 
our graduates into the future with grace and dignity; during other institutional 
ceremonies, such as today’s Installation, it pays homage to authority and tradition.

The Academic Costume

The tradition of the academic costume or “regalia” can be traced to the 12th 
century, when gowns and hoods served a distinct purpose for scholars working  
in unheated buildings.  Over the years, gowns and hoods have become indicative 
of scholarly activities and credentials. Use grew so rapidly during the 19th  
century that it was often difficult to discern which costumes represented the  
various degrees. In 1894, an intercollegiate system was established to determine 
the style, design and colors of the gowns and hoods. 

Today, the shape and size of the hood, and the colors of its lining and border, 
represent the highest degree held by the wearer, the subject studied and the  
school by which the degree was conferred. The hood’s velvet border represents  
the graduate’s field of study: medicine – green; science – yellow; education –  
light blue; social work – citron; library science – lemon; dentistry – lilac;  
nursing – apricot; philosophy – dark blue; physical therapy – teal; and public 
health – salmon. The official colors of the State University of New York Upstate 
Medical University are blue and gold. 




