
Wolf and Doust Honored
at Commencement

Anoted cardiac researcher and a philanthropist
and long-time friend to Upstate Medical 

University were presented with honorary degrees
at Commencement on May 20.

Philip A. Wolf, MD ’60, nationally recognized
for his research studies on stroke and cardiovascular
disease, is a professor of neurology and research pro-
fessor of medicine at Boston University School of
Medicine, specializing in epidemiology and pre-
ventive medicine. He is also professor of public health
at Boston University School of Public Health. For
more than 35 years, Dr. Wolf has been affiliated
with the Framingham Heart Study, serving as 
co-principal investigator from 1983 to1989 and as
principal investigator from 1989 to the present. He
received an Honorary Doctor of Science degree.

A Vietnam War veteran and successful busi-
nessman, Richard W. Doust is a member of a dis-
tinguished family of eight “Doust doctors”
affiliated with Upstate Medical University. He serves
as chair of the Medical Alumni Association finance
committee and has provided major financial sup-
port for various programs at the College of Med-
icine. In 2000, he established the Alfred W. Doust

Endowed Program in Otolaryngology in honor
of his father, a 1935 alumnus who served as pro-
fessor and chair of Upstate’s Department of Oto-
laryngology from 1946 to 1983. He received an
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree.

In addition to these special honors, President
David R. Smith conferred medical degrees on 150
College of Medicine graduates.
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Richard W. Doust receives his honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree from Upstate
President David R. Smith, MD.

FIFTH-ANNUAL JOSEPH C. FISCHER, MD ’79,
MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Calla M. Bassett, MD ’80, Eleanor Fischer Quigley, scholarship recipient
Byron Patton ’08, and Kathy Fischer

Joe’s son, John Fischer ’09 (second from left) and his foursome. 
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Medical School Graduates Recite 
New Oath at Commencement

In addition to receiving their medical degrees,
a highlight for 2007 College of Medicine grad-

uates was reciting a newly revised Physician’s Oath.
The new oath, which borrows from the writings
of Hippocrates and of Elizabeth Blackwell, MD
1849, replaces a version of the Hippocratic Oath
that had been recited by medical students at SUNY
Upstate commencement since the early 1990s.

The decision to change the oath came about
last year when an informal poll of students found
that many were not certain what some of the phrases
meant. “If the 120 or so students reciting this oath
aren’t sure of its meaning, then it was time to put
it to rest,” says Kathy Faber-Langendoen, MD,
chair of the Center for Bioethics and Humanities
and Medical Alumni Endowed Professor of
Bioethics, and a member of the committee that
crafted the new oath. 

While there is no single oath that all physician’s

take upon receiving their degree, most recite some
version of the Hippocratic Oath, derived from 
the 4th-century BCE writings of Hippocrates. “The
recitation of an oath upon graduation is a ceremo-
nial recognition that this milestone represents more
than simply the granting of an academic creden-
tial,” says College of Medicine Dean Steven J.
Scheinman, MD. “Medicine is a noble profession
that carries both privilege and great responsibility,
and the oath reinforces this.”

A committee of faculty members and two med-
ical students met to craft a new oath with greater
clarity of message that would be more meaningful
to today’s students. But even as it sought to bring
the oath into the 21st Century, the committee relied
on the teachings of medicine’s most prominent
names from the past, including Blackwell.

“Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell has such strong
meaning for this campus that it seemed impor-
tant that her vision of the medical profession should
be incorporated in this new oath,” said Faber-
Langendoen.
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THE PHYSICIAN’S OATH, 
in the Tradition of Hippocrates
and Elizabeth Blackwell

I solemnly commit my life
to serving humanity. 

I will give to my teachers
the respect and 
gratitude that is their
due, and share my
knowledge with those
who follow me. 

I will practice my profession
with conscience and
dignity. 

The health of my patient
will be my first consid-
eration; may I never see
in the patient anything
but a fellow human in
need. 

I will treat all patients with
compassion, no matter
how much they differ
from me. 

I will respect the secrets
patients confide in me. 

I will remember that the
physician’s duty is both
to prevent disease and
to treat it. 

I will work together 
with my colleagues as
brothers and sisters in
service of our patients. 

I will maintain the honor
and the noble traditions
of the profession. 

I make these promises
solemnly, freely, and
upon my honor. May I
keep this oath and, in
so doing, experience the
joy of healing those who
seek my help.

Upstate Matches Gifts to 
Increase Student Support

Upstate Medical University has launched a $3.2
million matching gift campaign to strengthen

the university’s scholarship opportunities, patient
care, and research initiatives. 

Under the campaign, the university hopes to
raise $1.6 million from donors, while pledging to
match contributions dollar for dollar, bringing the
total amount of the campaign to $3.2 million. “This
campaign is a partnership with the community,”
says David R. Smith, MD, president of SUNY
Upstate Medical University.

A major goal of the campaign is to increase 
the university’s scholarship support for students.
“Just as we invest in bricks and mortar, we must
also invest in students,” says Smith. “The imme-
diate future shows that we face a significant shortage
of trained healthcare professionals from physicians
to nurses to technicians. It is imperative that insti-
tutions that are in a position to educate and train
individuals in the health professions make every
attempt to remove the financial barriers to success
and improve access to education for all.” 

Currently, Upstate Medical University awards
approximately $1.08 million to students annually,
below the average $2.66 million in annual schol-
arship support offered by other public medical schools.
Additional scholarship support will lessen the debt
burden that many students face upon graduation. 

Here’s how the matching gift campaign
works: 
 Contributions must be made to existing endow-

ments or earmarked to start new endowments.
Endowments are funds created to earn a return
of income, a percentage of which is used yearly
for a specific purpose, such as scholarships,
patient care and research. 

 While any amount can be contributed to the
campaign, the dollar match is initiated at 
certain levels, depending on the fund being 
supported. For example, matching-gift levels 
for College of Medicine Scholarships start at
$5,000 toward existing endowments or
$12,500 to create a new endowment. A min-
imum gift of $1,000 toward the general fund
will also be matched. The maximum gift eli-
gible for matching funds is $150,000. 
For more information, contact Vincent Kuss,

executive director of medical alumni relations and
giving, at (315) 464-4361, or kussv@upstate.edu.

Upstate Researchers Collaborate 
on Federal VCFS Study

SUNY Upstate Medical University researchers
Robert J. Shprintzen, PhD, and Wendy Kates,

PhD, are participating in a four-year, $2 million
National Institutes of Health-funded study of how
Velo-Cardio-Facial Syndrome (VCFS) mani-
fests itself within the human body. 

VCFS is a multiple congenital anomaly disorder
characterized by life-threatening heart defects, learning
and/or behavioral disabilities, craniofacial malfor-
mations, immune deficiencies, and hypocalcaemia.
It has also been linked to psychiatric disorders. Find-
ings from the study may lead to the development
of new therapies to help manage the effects of the
syndrome, researchers say.  

Shprintzen, director of Upstate’s Communica-
tion Disorder Unit, and Kates, associate professor
of psychiatry and behavioral sciences, are collab-
orating with researchers from Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine in New York, the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia, and Rockefeller Univer-
sity on the study, “Genetic Modifiers for 22q11.2
Deletion Syndrome.” The study is funded by the
NIH’s Heart Development and Structural Disease
Branch, Division of Cardiovascular Diseases of the
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute.
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Wendy Kates, PhD

Robert J. Shprintzen, PhD
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Brendan J. Camp
Dermatology
NYP Hospital-Weill Cornell

Medical Center, New York
Bryant Carruth
Transitional
St. Joseph’s Hospital Health

Center, Syracuse
Ophthalmology
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Lisa Changchien
Psychiatry
Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals,

Stony Brook
Monika Chatrath
Transitional
Wilson Memorial

Regional/UHS, Johnson City
Anesthesiology
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse

Edward Chen
General Surgery
North Shore-LIJ Health

Systems, Great Neck
Tony T. Choi
Transitional
St. Joseph’s Hospital Health

Center, Syracuse
Philbert Chow
Psychiatry
Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals,

Stony Brook
Megan Conklin
Pediatrics
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Erin Crosby
OBGYN
University of Rochester/Strong

Memorial, Rochester

Thomas Cummings
Family Medicine
St. Joseph’s Hospital Health

Center, Syracuse
Justin Dexter
Medicine-Preliminary
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Ophthalmology
Nassau University Medical

College, New York
Natalya Dubova
Emergency Medicine
North Shore University,

Manhasset
Zianka Fallil
Medicine-Preliminary
St. Vincent’s Catholic Medical

Center, Staten Island
Neurology
St. Vincent’s Hospital, New York

Christopher Fecarotta
Transitional
St. Joseph’s Hospital Health

Center, Syracuse
Nathan Fedors
Transitional
Wilson Memorial

Regional/UHS, Johnson City
Sarah Finocchiaro
Pediatrics
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Mariah Fisher
Surgery-Preliminary
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Karen Galvan
General Surgery
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse

Peter Ghobrial
Transitional
Wilson Memorial

Regional/UHS, Johnson City
Roan Glocker
General Surgery
University of Rochester/Strong

Memorial, Rochester
Vasiliki Harisis
Internal Medicine
University of Rochester/Strong

Memorial, Rochester
Miranda Harris
OBGYN
University of Rochester/Strong

Memorial, Rochester
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Arizona
Christine Vicary
Emergency Medicine
University of Arizona Affiliated

Hospitals, Tucson
Kristin Yannetti
Family Practice
Scottsdale Healthcare-Osborn,

Scottsdale

California
Payam Amini
Transitional
Harbor UCLA Medical Center,

Torrance
Ophthalmology
University of California 

San Diego Medical Center,
La Jolla

Sonia Anand
Medicine Prelim/Neurology
University of California Irvine

Medical Center, Orange
Neurology
University of California Irvine

Medical Center, Orange

Andrew Aung
Medicine-Preliminary
Alameda County Medical

Center, Oakland
Anesthesiology
University of Southern

California, Los Angeles
Anju Hurria
Psychiatry
University of California 

San Diego Medical Center,
San Diego

Carol Hwang
Pediatrics
Children’s Hospital Orange

County, Orange
Alfred Joshua
Transitional/EM-UCSD
Scripps Mercy Hospital, 

San Diego
Emergency Medicine
University of California 

San Diego Medical Center,
San Diego

Jennifer Kanapicki
Emergency Medicine
Stanford University Programs,

Stanford

Darshana Kittur
OBGYN
Loma Linda University, 

Loma Linda
Nacchal Nachiappan
Internal Medicine
University of California Irvine

Medical Center, Orange
Nathan Nguyen
Internal Medicine
University of Southern

California, Los Angeles
Angela Pham
Transitional/EM-UCSD
Scripps Mercy Hospital, 

San Diego
Emergency Medicine
University of California 

San Diego Medical Center,
San Diego

Connecticut
Kerri-Ann Fraterrigo
Pediatrics
University of Connecticut

Health Center, Farmington
Peter Guirguis
OBGYN
University of Connecticut

Health Center, Farmington
Mohini Patel
Pediatrics
Yale-New Haven Hospital, 

New Haven
Lauren Slater
OBGYN
St Francis Hospital, Hartford
Edward Smitaman
Radiology-Diagnostic
Yale-New Haven Hospital, 

New Haven

Washington, DC
Tanu Chandra
Internal Medicine
George Washington University,

Washington, DC
Rubie S. Maybury
General Surgery
Georgetown University

Hospital, Washington, DC

Florida
Shaikh Mortuza
Pathology
Jackson Memorial Hospital,

Miami

Georgia
Shaun Conlon
Internal Medicine
Emory University School of

Medicine, Atlanta

Hawaii
Ty de Silva
Pediatrics
University of Hawaii, Honolulu

Illinois
Brendan J. Camp
Medicine-Preliminary
University of Chicago Medical

Center, Chicago
Paige Dorn
Transitional
Resurrection Medical Center,

Chicago
Radiation Oncology
University of Chicago Medical

Center, Chicago
Nathan Fedors
Radiology-Diagnostic
Loyola University Medical

Center, Maywood

Maryland
Lisa K. Law
Ophthalmology
Friedenwald/Maryland General

Hospital, Baltimore

Massachusetts
Amit S. Dhamoon
Internal Medicine
Massachusetts General

Hospital, Boston
Peter Ghobrial
Radiology-Diagnostic
Baystate Medical Center,

Springfield
Anthony Giordano
Pediatrics
New England Medical Center,

Boston
Michael Regan
Emergency Medicine
University of Massachusetts

Medical School, Worcester

Michigan
Eric Batterson
Pathology
University of Michigan

Hospitals, Ann Arbor
Jay Luther
Internal Medicine
University of Michigan

Hospitals, Ann Arbor
Naveed Naeem
Urology
Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit

Minnesota
Aaron Burnett
Emergency Medicine
Regions Hospital/Health

Partners, St. Paul

Amy Saleh
Otolaryngology
Mayo School of Graduate

Medical Education,
Rochester

David Spirer
Radiology-Diagnostic
University of Minnesota

Medical School,
Minneapolis

North Carolina
Colleen Parent
Family Practice
Mountain Area Health

Education Center, Asheville

New Jersey
Evan Cohen
Emergency Medicine
UMDNJ-R W Johnson, Camden
Babak Khamsi
Orthopaedic Surgery
UMDNJ New Jersey Medical,

Newark
Jing Liang
Transitional
Atlantic Health System,

Summit
Physical Medicine & Rehab
UMDNJ-R W Johnson-

Piscataway, New Brunswick
Nija Mathew
Transitional
St Barnabas Medical Center,

Livingston
Arash Radparvar
Radiology-Diagnostic
St Barnabas Medical Center,

Livingston

New York
Dmitriy Akselrod
Transitional
Wilson Memorial

Regional/UHS, Johnson City
Madhurima Anne
Internal Medicine
Long Island Jewish Medical

Center, New Hyde Park
Yvonne Ayew
Anesthesiology
Albany Medical Center

Hospital, Albany
Jill Bergson
Medicine-Preliminary
Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals,

Stony Brook
Radiology-Diagnostic
Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals,

Stony Brook
Vaibhav Bhatia
Psychiatry
St. Vincents Hospital, New York

Medical Students Find Their Match

On March 15, 142 fourth-year College of Medicine stu-
dents joined graduating medical students from across

the country in learning where they will spend their first year
residency in their chosen specialty. 
 43 percent of Upstate medical graduates will enter the

primary care specialties comprised of internal medicine
(18 percent), pediatrics (12 percent), family practice 
(8 percent), and obstetrics and gynecology (5 percent);

 80 graduates will remain in New York State;
 19 first-year residents will remain in Syracuse: 13 at 

University Hospital and six at St. Joseph’s Hospital Health
Center. Five students will complete their first year of 
residency at Wilson Hospital in Binghamton, at SUNY
Upstate’s clinical campus.

In addition to matching its students to programs throughout
the country, SUNY Upstate filled it’s own residency posi-
tions. “We are thrilled with the high quality of our incoming
class and for filling 15 percent of our positions with our own
graduates,” says Sara Jo Grethlein, MD, associate dean for
SUNY Upstate’s graduate medical education.

C O U R T Y A R DC O U R T Y A R D

Susannah Tripp, MD ’07, and husband Adam Tripp, MD ’06, eagerly await her match.
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Farheen Hasan
Internal Medicine
Long Island Jewish Medical

Center, New Hyde Park
Jonathan Henderson
Pediatrics
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Luciano Iorizzo
Medicine-Preliminary
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Dermatology
University of Rochester/Strong

Memorial, Rochester
Patrick Jean-Pierre
Surgery-Preliminary
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Caryn Kerman
Pediatrics
NYP Hospital-Columbia

University Medical Center,
New York

Faye Knoll
Transitional
Sound Shore Medical Center,

New Rochelle
Ophthalmology
North Shore LIJ Health System,

New Hyde Park
Charles Koczka
Internal Medicine
SUNY Health Science Center,

Brooklyn
Jonathan Landon
General Surgery
Brookdale Hospital Medical

Center, Brooklyn
Lisa K. Law
Medicine-Preliminary
New York Downtown Hospital,

New York
Emily Lazzari
Internal Medicine
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Karen Levine
Internal Medicine
St. Vincent’s Hospital, New York
Jeremy Liff
Medicine-Preliminary
North Shore University,

Manhasset
Neurology
Einstein/Montefiore Medical

Center, Bronx
Michael Loeb
Family Medicine
St. Joseph’s Hospital Health

Center, Syracuse
James Lozada
Internal Medicine
St. Lukes-Roosevelt, New York

Anuj Malhotra
Internal Medicine
Winthrop-University Hospital,

Mineola
Angelo Mastropasqua
Transitional
Flushing Hospital Medical

Center, Flushing
Radiology-Diagnostic
Beth Israel Medical Center, 

New York
Nija Mathew
Radiology-Diagnostic
Long Island Jewish Medical

Center, New Hyde Park
Alexandra McGann
Internal Medicine
University of Rochester/Strong

Memorial, Rochester
Carrie McNeil
Family Medicine/Urban
University of Rochester/Strong

Memorial, Rochester
Stephen E. Mercer
Pathology
Mount Sinai Hospital, New York
Ralph Milillo
Medicine-Preliminary
Long Island Jewish Medical

Center, New Hyde Park
Radiology-Diagnostic
Lenox Hill Hospital, New York
Lindsay Moskowitz
Psychiatry
Mount Sinai Hospital, New York
Nicole Natoli
Psychiatry
St. Lukes-Roosevelt, New York
Timothy Pal
Pathology
Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals,

Stony Brook
Parul Patel
Transitional
Flushing Hospital Medical

Center, Flushing
Radiology-Diagnostic
University of Rochester/Strong

Memorial, Rochester
Angel Perez
Surgery-Preliminary
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Signa Perkins
Internal Medicine
Einstein Montefiore Medical

Center, Bronx
Mikhail Perlov
Transitional
Mary Imogene Bassett,

Cooperstown

Kenneth Perry
Emergency Medicine
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Arash Radparvar
Medicine-Preliminary
Albany Medical Center

Hospital, Albany
John Rajkumar
Emergency Medicine
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Lakshmi Reddy
Psychiatry
Long Island Jewish Medical

Center, New Hyde Park
Peter B. Schrier
Internal Medicine
Long Island Jewish Medical

Center, New Hyde Park
Gary S. Schwartz
Anesthesiology
St. Vincent’s Hospital, New York
Adam Seigers
Medicine-Primary
Columbia Bassett, Cooperstown
Avreliya Shapiro
Psychiatry
Long Island Jewish Medical

Center, New Hyde Park
Marny Shoham
Medicine-Preliminary
Staten Island University

Hospital, Staten Island
Anesthesiology
NYU School of Medicine, 

New York
Edward Smitaman
Transitional
St. Joseph’s Hospital Health

Center, Syracuse
Kendra Smith
Emergency Medicine
Maimonides Medical Center,

Brooklyn
Adam Stallmer
Family Medicine
Albany Medical Center

Hospital, Albany
Kimberly Stallone
Pediatrics
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
James Terzian
Transitional
Wilson Memorial

Regional/UHS, Johnson City
Harris Tesher
Internal Medicine
Mount Sinai Hospital, New York

Sathya Theodore
Pediatrics
Westchester Medical Center,

Valhalla
John Tloczkowski
Internal Medicine
St. Lukes Roosevelt, New York
Sylvia Tschernyavsky
Emergency Medicine
Beth Israel Medical Center, 

New York
Bella Tsvaygenbaum
Pathology
Einstein/Montefiore Medical

Center, Bronx
Konstantine Tzimas
Anesthesiology
University of Rochester/Strong

Memorial, Rochester
Stacie Ward
Surgery-Preliminary
Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals,

Stony Brook
Larisa Weinstein
Medicine-Preliminary
Maimonides Medical Center,

Brooklyn
Neurology
Einstein/Montefiore Medical

Center, Bronx
Aimee J. Wertman
General Surgery
University of Rochester/Strong

Memorial, Rochester
Donna A. Whyte
Pediatrics
North Shore-LIJ Health System,

Great Neck
Heather Wollyung
Pediatrics-Primary
Albany Medical Center

Hospital, Albany
Brian C. Wood
Internal Medicine
SUNY Upstate Medical

University, Syracuse
Jonida Zeqo
Medicine-Preliminary
New York Medical College,

Staten Island
Anesthesiology
Stony Brook Teaching Hospital,

Stony Brook

Ohio
Michael Koniarczyk
Medicine-Pediatrics
Case Western/University

Hospital, Cleveland

Oregon
Brandon Chase
Family Medicine
Oregon Health & Science

University, Portland

Pennsylvania
Elizabeth Balazich
Emergency Medicine
Temple University Hospital,

Philadelphia
Melissa Coll
OBGYN
UPMC Medical Education

Program, Pittsburgh
Kathleen Dorritie
Internal Medicine
UPMC Medical Education

Program, Pittsburgh
Antonio Fargiano
Transitional
UPMC Medical Education

Program, Pittsburgh
Christopher Fecarotta
Ophthalmology
TJU Wills Eye Hospital,

Philadelphia
Tessey Jose
Internal Medicine
Thomas Jefferson University,

Philadelphia
Sara Karjoo
Pediatrics
UPMC Medical Education

Program, Pittsburgh
Maryellen Lewis
Family Practice
Lancaster General Hospital,

Lancaster
Thomas Portuese
Family Medicine
Williamsport Hospital,

Williamsport
Edward Raytenberg
General Surgery
Lehigh Valley Hospital,

Allentown
James Terzian
Radiology-Diagnostic
Thomas Jefferson University,

Philadelphia
Lisa Tomasulo
OBGYN
Thomas Jefferson University,

Philadelphia
Susannah R. Tripp
Family Medicine
UPMC St. Margaret, Pittsburgh
Shannon Whitaker
Family Practice 
Washington Hospital,

Washington

Rhode Island
Jason Bariteau
Orthopaedic Surgery
Rhode Island Hospital/Brown

University, Providence

South Carolina
Greg Barabell
Pediatrics
Medical University of South

Carolina, Charleston

Texas
Rita Jermyn
Medicine-Pediatrics
Baylor College of Medicine,

Houston

Virginia
Samantha Fish
Pediatrics
INOVA Fairfax Hospital, 

Falls Church

Vermont
Dmitriy Akselrod
Radiology-Diagnostic
UVM/Fletcher Allen, Burlington
Peter Green
Orthopaedic Surgery
UVM/Fletcher Allen, Burlington

Washington
Jana Gasow
Internal Medicine
Virginia Mason Medical Center,

Seattle

Wisconsin
Adam Cardina
Emergency Medicine
Medical College Wisconsin

Affiliated Hospitals,
Milwaukee

Susan Fulmer
Otolaryngology
Medical College Wisconsin

Affiliated Hospitals,
Milwaukee

Mark C. Phelps
Psychiatry
Medical College Wisconsin

Affiliated Hospitals,
Milwaukee

Ontario, Canada
Lindsay Sit
Family Practice
Northern Ontario School of

Medicine, Sudbury
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